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INTRODUCTION

Jodie Whittaker (Venus, St Trinian’s), Toby Stephens (Jane Eyre, Die Another Day), Laurence Fox (Lewis), Riz Ahmed (Britz) and Charlie Brooks (EastEnders), star in Wired, a fast paced three-part thriller commissioned by ITV, which delves into the murky high-risk world of bank fraud. 

Jodie plays Louise, a young, fun loving single mum, who’s given a high profile promotion at ZBG Banking. Unsuspecting Louise has been targeted as part of a conspiracy to coerce her into facilitating a £250 million internet bank theft.

At the heart of her troubles is best friend Anna, (Charlie Brooks) who’s had her head turned by the glamour and glitz of the criminal world and is persuaded to divulge the secrets of Louise’s murky past to her devious boyfriend Phillip (Laurence Fox), which he uses to entice her into his plot.

An ex-ZBG employee, Phillip Manningham, fired for defrauding the bank, has the insider knowledge that makes him an ideal associate for Manesh (Riz Ahmed) intent on stealing high amounts with the smallest personal risk, who is using frightened cousin Ben (Sacha Dhawan) as his mole in the bank.

Manesh treads dangerously when he approaches Mr Ralindi (Ramon Tikarum), head of an Asian gangster network, for help in laundering the £250 million. As the day of the scam approaches, the stakes rise and people start to disappear.

Louise’s only ally is the mysterious Crawford (Toby Stephens), who she gradually realises is a high level police officer, working undercover to expose the fraud ring. His curiosity about Louise causes him to compromise his professional position. But will he be there when she really needs him?

Written by Kate Brooke, Wired is a realistic and highly researched story which exposes high level bank fraud. It shows the potential for the criminal underworld to get their hands on our money.

Sita Williams (The Street, Vincent, The Forsyte Saga), Executive Producer of Wired, says: “Wired is a dark thriller which will keep viewers guessing until the final scenes. I’m delighted with the casting as Jodie is our ideal heroine, and Toby is perfect as the inscrutable Crawford. We also have the added coup of securing Laurence Fox and Charlie Brooks in key roles.”
Wired is produced by Rebecca Hodgson whose previous credits include Dead Clever, Vincent and The Girls That Came To Stay. It is directed by Kenny Glenaan, whose previous credits include Yasmin, Spooks, Cops and Buried. 
FOREWORD BY KATE BROOKE
Wired is a three part drama set in the City of London.  It is a thriller about bank fraud, about what happens to our money behind the scenes in the world of ‘electronic banking’.  As we all know, robbers no longer require masks and sawn off shot guns to walk away with the loot, they just need technical know how, insider information and a means to launder the money.

But how exactly does this new form of thieving work and who are the serious organised criminals behind it?  This was a question that proved difficult to answer because no bank would come forward and talk to me – which immediately made me think I was on to something. Fortunately the City of London Economic Crime Department proved less circumspect. They gave me full access to their working methods and they told me stories which made my jaw drop.  Although ‘Wired’ is a fictional piece, a great deal of it is based on true events that detectives at Economic Crime recounted to me.  I am immensely grateful to them for their time and enthusiasm for the project.

Wired’s protagonist, Louise, is a single mum earning next to nothing in a City bank, who  is coerced to become involved in a huge fraud.  She is inspired by a true character, who was jailed for five years for defrauding her City employers.  I visited this girl in Holloway and came away certain that she was a pawn in a much bigger game and had been given a punitive sentence to make an example of her because nobody higher up in the fraud had been caught.  She was a classic ‘fall girl’.

Louise has to use all of her ingenuity to avoid the same fate, or worse.  She is exploited by a variety of different institutions – the bank she works for, the serious organised criminals she becomes involved with, even the police for whom she informs.  Louise transforms from passive victim of her own circumstances to someone who stays one step ahead and comes out on top.

Louise owes some of her genesis to the classic ‘femme fatale’  of the thriller noir – the dubious girl who plays her cards close to her chest and whose beauty more often than not hides a black heart.  But I wanted to turn the format on its head – after all, we rarely see those movies from the femme fatale’s point of view, do we?  Louise is surrounded by a coterie of men - villains, police, bankers, who all think they can play her, but none of them quite get her right.  She is at times disturbingly enigmatic and not always whiter than white, but she is always in charge of her own story.

FOREWORD BY KATE BROOKE CONTINUES…

I’ve had the luck to write about some extraordinary ‘real’ women – from Danielle Cable, eye witness to the murder of her boyfriend and eventual nemesis to the gangster Kenny Noye, to Joanne Lees, terrorised in the Australian Bush and then derided as a suspect to her fiancés murderer. These stories have imbued in me a sense of the determination and strength of very ordinary women, when placed under extraordinary circumstances.  We rarely get to see a purely fictional piece of television with this kind of female archetype at its heart.  So that is what I have attempted with Wired.

More than anything else, however, Wired is a thriller which aims to ‘thrill’ and to keep you guessing to the end. I hope you enjoy it.
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EPISODE SYNOPSES
The following synopses are published in the press pack for forward planning purposes only. 
Please do not reproduce entirely. Many thanks.

EPISODE ONE 
Louise Evans has recently been promoted to Customer Advisor for High Net Worth at ZBG Banking. A single mum to Erica, she’s always short of cash but is currently enjoying life with best friend Anna. Louise agrees to a night out at Anna’s boyfriend’s new bar Le Rouge, but definitely ends up with more than she bargained for after Phillip propositions her, offering her £10,000 if she will help him to de-fraud one of ZBG’s largest clients. Louise refuses to get involved.

Drinking in the bar, a mysterious admirer (Crawford) is watching Louise and sees that she could be in trouble, so aids her escape from a toilet window. Phillip orders one of his thugs, Mickey, to go and find her.

After seeing her safely home, Crawford gives Louise his number and tells her to call him if she needs him. After she closes the door, Crawford makes a telling phone call, revealing himself to be a Police DCI.

In the flat, Erica has been kept awake by the phone ringing. Mickey has tracked her down and tells her that he’s parked outside her house and she has to come out. Mickey then tries to bundle Louise into the car, but when she struggles, he throws an envelope at her and drives away. After opening the envelope, Louise realises that Phillip is using a past fraud to blackmail her. 

Next day, Crawford arrives at work – the London Police Economic Crime Unit. He updates his boss Stuart on where they’re up to with ZBG. She’s not impressed that he made contact with Louise but tells him to go ahead with the investigation. Crawford addresses his team – he wants everything they have on the club, Phillip Manningham and on Louise Evans. 

Episode one continues…

Louise decides to co-operate with Phillip in the hope of getting rid of him. She goes back to see him at the club and he tells her that he wants her to set up a new account in the name of top ZBG client Lewis Stone, and gives her a forged letter signed by Stone and a piece of paper with a password, explaining that she will get her £10,000 when she brings him proof that she has done what he has asked. 

After Louise texts Phillip a picture of the new account, he sends Anna round to Louise’s flat with the money. She takes it, but makes it clear to Anna that she doesn’t want anything else to do with her.

Louise has to attend a charity Auction with her boss, Mart, that’s being hosted by Lewis Stone. Anna rings her mobile but Louise keeps hanging up. Anna leaves her a message telling her not to spend Phillip’s money because there will be no way out if she does. Louise arrives home to find Phillip in her flat, playing with Erica. He makes it clear to Louise that this isn’t over and that when he needs her he will find her.

Next morning as Louise enters ZBG bank, a news reader reports that Lewis Stone is to sell his company Stone Green Energy. Louise leaves a message for Anna – telling her that she needs to help her to get rid of Phillip, she owes her. She knocks on Anna’s office door and goes in. Anna is lying dead in a pool of blood.

EPISODE TWO
Tension heightens between Phillip and his business partner Manesh when Phillip realises that he has been left out of the loop regarding some important information. Ben’s feeling the pressure as security is tightened at ZBG and informs Manesh that he thought he was going to get the sack after being called into see his manager, but was merely made into a permanent member of staff.

After studying her on CCTV footage, Harry Wallingford, Head of Internet Fraud, wants to arrest Louise but Crawford stops him. He has the transcript of a call from a ZBG employee at Canary Wharf, saying he is being threatened into committing fraud. Crawford convinces Harry that Louise is small fry, and that they could use her to lead them to the big fish.

Crawford visits Louise’s flat and finds extremely loud music coming from inside. Louise’s neighbour tells him that it’s been like this for a couple of hours. Crawford manages to calm Louise down and they talk about Anna’s death. They end up kissing and, against Crawford’s better judgement, they spend the night together. While Crawford sleeps, Louise goes through his wallet and writes down his bank account details. The next morning Crawford awkwardly kisses Louise goodbye, aware that he has just made a serious error in sleeping with a witness. 

Back at work, Louise is still in a bit of a state, and Mart offers to give someone else the Lewis Stone files if it’s too much for her but she assures him she wants to do it. In a quiet moment, she looks up Crawford’s bank account details and is shocked to discover that he is a policeman. 
Harry goes to see Crawford to tell him that Louise has been checking up on someone’s bank account details – Crawford’s. Louise is shocked when Crawford turns up at Anna’s funeral, and tells her to work with the police to bring Phillip down. Hugh Borne goes to see Phillip to warn him that Louise has gone to the police, but Manesh gets to him first and orders him to bring in Louise. Hugh hijacks Louise form work and takes her to Manesh’s curry house.  She manages to contact Crawford and let him know she’s in trouble.

Inside, Manesh threatens Louise with a knife. Crawford and his partner Nick keep watch outside but Crawford decides that it’s not safe to go in without backup. Louise is ejected back onto the Street with wounds behind her ears, and falls into Crawford’s arms.

EPISODE THREE

Louise decides it will be safer to send Erica to live with her father. When Simon arrives to pick her up, she gives him the £15,000 that Phillip gave her as a trust fund for Erica. 

Arriving at ZBG Bank Crawford calls her to let her know that Hugh Borne has been found dead. He tells her that she needs to be careful because the criminals may have people watching her in the bank; she can’t trust anyone. Crawford phones Harry Wallingford to let him know that Louise is now working for them now, and he needs to keep an eye on her for her own safety.

Mart sends Louise to Canary Wharf to check out the transaction team for the Lewis Stone deal. On the transaction floor, Louise sees Ben and thinks she recognises him but can’t place him. As she leaves, Ben nearly bumps into her, and suddenly remembers that he has seen her at the Curry House. 

In the Canary Wharf canteen, Louise deliberately bumps into Ben and puts a note on his tray – ‘I know about Starwatch. We need to talk.’ She shows Ben the scars behind her ears and they agree that they have to help each other. Ben explains that Manesh is his cousin and they swap phone numbers.

Crawford meets Louise and tells her that they want her to join the witness protection scheme. If she refuses, they will be forced to contact social services about Erica’s safety. She has no choice.

At Le Rouge, Phillip is clearing out his safe when Manesh arrives. Phillip tells him that he’s going to Dubai but can keep everything running from there. Manesh hugs him goodbye and stabs him in the stomach.

Manesh goes to see the Ralindis. He tells them that Phillip is no longer a problem and reassures them that Louise is working for them. She is feeding the police information as he gives it to her. Ralindi works out a plan where Louise can divert the police attention away from them by transferring half the money into their Gibraltar account.

Episode three continues…

While the police are tracking her, Ben can be transferring the other half into their Cyprus account. No one will notice that half the money is going missing because they will all be focused on Louise. Then when the deal is done, they will get rid of her.

On the day of the scam, Crawford sits with Harry in the bank’s internal fraud monitor room and watches on CCTV as Louise logs on to her computer and brings up the dirty Starwatch account onto her screen. As planned, she diverts the money coming in from the sale to the Ralindi account, but is confused that she only appears to have half the money. Crawford phones his partner Nick telling him to pick Manesh up now.

Manesh is at the curry house using a laptop to watch the money transferring into the Cyprus account. When it’s all there,  Manesh calls Ralindi and tells him the money is banked. Ralindi cracks open the champagne. When Manesh leaves the curry house he is ambushed by Nick and the armed police. 

At Canary Wharf, Ben logs out of his computer and heads out of the building, but is apprehended by security.

In Mart’s office, Louise tells him that she’s been working with the police. Mart surprises Louise by revealing himself to know more about the scam than she could have guessed. He forces her into the lift and they head outside, but Crawford apprehends them and manages to get Louise to safety.

Louise an Erica head to the airport to make a getaway but Crawford follows them there. He tries to make her see that she’ll never really escape, because she’ll always be looking over her shoulder. Louise pleads with Crawford to let her go; she got him the Ralindis – why can’t he give her her life back? Crawford makes his decision…

The above synopses are published in the press pack for forward planning purposes only. 
Please do not reproduce entirely. Many thanks.
CAST INTERVIEWS

JODIE WHITTAKER plays Louise Evans 
How would you describe your character Louise Evans?

She’s a young single Mum, who’s recently been promoted at work. She’s in her early twenties and bringing up a child on her own, so she’s quite a strong, fiery character. She’s not a victim in any way. She’s single but she’s got a good relationship with her friends. She takes every day as it comes. I think that she does sometimes have a bit of a selfish streak, in that she only really thinks about what she’ll get immediately, and sometimes makes mistakes to get herself out of whatever situation she’s in, without considering the long term.

Do you think that you’re similar to the character of Louise?

Not really, I think that her reactions are quite different to mine; if I was put in the same situations as her, my decisions would be a lot different. It’s all about your background I suppose and how you’ve been brought up.

What is her relationship like with Erica’s Father?

She hasn’t got a relationship with him. He had an extra-marital affair with her, but wanted to keep it as just a bit of fun, so when this 20 year old girl he’d been sleeping with suddenly turned round and said, ‘I’m pregnant and I’m going to keep it’, it didn’t get a good reaction. They did a scam together where they stole money from the bank, and I think that that was kind of to set her up; he had no intention of leaving his wife, and she was all alone with a child, so she felt she had no choice but to go ahead with it. Louise knows that she can always ring him in an emergency; I don’t think that there is any hate between them, but there is no love either.

Louise didn’t want to be involved with Phillip’s suggestion of fraud. What made her go ahead with it last time round?

I think that last time she felt desperate, as she was alone and pregnant, there was also the encouragement from Simon. Obviously this time she’s being blackmailed, and she feels that this is her only option – and who would turn down £10,000 in cash!

Interview with Jodie Whittaker continues…

What is her background with Anna?

It’s not a childhood friendship, but it’s deep enough that they consider each other best friends and they confide in each other. Anna supports her and Erica; she’s the one who put her forward for the promotion, and even though they’ve only known each other about 4 or 5 years, they are really close.

What is Louise’s first impression of Crawford?

Her first contact with him is when she goes to the bar, and he has a little flirt with her, obviously at that point she doesn’t know about his job! I think her first impression of him is that he’s from a completely different world from her; accent wise, dress wise. I think it gives her a real confidence boost a guy like that coming on to her. Louise’s first impression of Crawford doesn’t just come from the first actual moment, but the whole evening; he ticks all the boxes and is pretty much her knight in shining armour.

How does their relationship develop?

It develops because there is an initial attraction, and because the emotions of the evening are quite heightened, I think she feels quite close to him quite quickly. She really feels that she can trust him. Especially after what happens with Anna, he’s the only person that she feels she can trust.

What attracted you to the role of Louise Evans?

There are not that many scripts for strong, fiery woman as the lead. She’s not meek or mild in any way and I really like that.  Also, getting chucked out of windows and being chased by gangsters is a million miles away from my life, so it’s really exciting playing such a heightened role. I’m 26, I’m from Huddersfield, and I’ve no idea what it’s like being involved in the criminal underworld, so it’s fantastic.

Are there any memorable moments from filming on set?

I think Toby Stephen’s is possibly the funniest person I’ve ever worked with. He’s absolutely hilarious. He’s got such a good fun energy about him; he always had the costume and makeup people in hysterics. He’s a very intense performer, but it just makes him so layered as an actor.
LAURENCE FOX plays Phillip Manningham 
How would you describe your character Phillip Manningham? 

He’s definitely a bad man! His character is a sort of narcissistic, masochistic, narrow minded, violent bully. Not a pleasant chap!

Phillip comes across as very manipulative. Is he very different from characters you’ve played in the past?

Yes he is. It’s really nice as an actor to let loose sometimes and have a go at a character like Phillip. He’s interesting because he’s sort of seemingly weak but also strong. 

Does he have a softer side at all or is he just evil through and through? 

Yeah definitely, everyone has a softer side don’t they? He’s definitely got a softer side; I don’t think people see it very often though! I think more than anything he wants to prove himself, to Manesh especially. 

What’s his first impression of Louise? Does he choose her because he thinks she’s going to be an easy target?

To some extent, but I think he still selected her carefully. He’s well aware that this is a really big deal, and I think he needed someone that could do the job. Louise is intelligent and capable, but she’s also struggling to bring up a daughter alone – to Phillip that’s the perfect situation. 

How does his relationship develop with Louise? How does he end up bribing her? 

He senses quite quickly that she might be on the make as well, which she is, so tries to use this to wind her in. The only problem is that he doesn’t know what he’s getting into with her. I think he really underestimates her.

Why does it start to go wrong?

I think that everyone starts to underestimate it (the deal). They all think that it’s going to be fine so they sort of let their guard down.  When Manesh decides to take control with violence; Phillip just takes a back seat. He really believes that it’s going to be fine and he should just trust Manesh. He definitely doesn’t think he’s going to die, he thinks he’s invincible. 

Interview with Laurence Fox continues…

What attracted you to the role? 

I found the character really interesting, and I enjoy playing roles, like Phillip, where you can play with them a bit. He’s very determined and I like that he saw what he wanted and just sort of went for it. 

Have you worked with any of the cast before? 

I have not worked with any one from the cast before, so I really enjoyed meeting everyone.  
Do you have any memorable moments from set?

I think the whole thing generally was memorable; working with the cast and working with Kenny the Director. Everyone was really professional and really gave 100%.

What do you have coming up next? 

I’ll be working on Lewis for the next few months, so not much time for anything else!

CHARLIE BROOKS plays Anna 
How would you describe your character Anna?

She’s quite bubbly and reasonably bright, but she has been heavily influenced by the man in her life, and she ends up making some very bad decisions.

How does she end up getting involved with Phillip Manningham?

They’ve not been going out for that long. It’s never really made clear but I think that Phillip specifically targeted her for the purposes of his plan. He had designs on her from the beginning but never really cared about her. I think that Anna was really flattered that someone like Phillip would even be interested I her.

Do you think she knew what she was getting Louise involved in when she involved her in Phillip’s plans, or is it something that spiralled out of control?

I think there was a little part of her that wasn’t comfortable with it, but she wanted to keep on Phillip’s good side so she just sort of told herself that everything would be ok. She genuinely cared about Louise so wouldn’t have knowingly involved her in anything shady.

How have you found filming in the North?

I’ve really enjoyed it. I was up and down quite a lot between London and Manchester and I loved working with the rest of the Wired cast and crew.

How has this character differed from previous roles?

Yes, Anna is insecure but she’s quite vulnerable too and doesn’t purposely mean any harm. She’s quite bubbly and vivacious but I think because of her insecurities she is quite easily manipulated.

What roles do you have coming up?

I did ‘Jack Osbourne – Adrenaline Junkie’, which was an incredible experience, but apart from that I’ll be busy with EastEnders.

TOBY STEPHENS plays Crawford Hill 
How would you describe your character Crawford Hill?

He’s an undercover detective for the fraud squad. He’s a bit of a loner, although I think quite a lot of those sorts of characters are. He’s quite persistent and tenacious, and ambitious. Basically he’s investigating a fraud, but gets implicated with Louise Evans. I think that the viewer will be quite intrigued as to whether he’s pursuing the investigation with such gusto because he’s so ambitious and really wants to solve it, or because of his interest in Jodie’s character. He’s quite a mysterious character, and you don’t quite know what his motives are.

What is Crawford’s’ first impression of Louise Evans?

When he meets Louise there is already a line of investigation going on into Phillip Manningham and Louise sort of walks into it. He immediately gets suspicious because he knows that Louise and Anna work for a bank and because they’ve made contact with Manningham. He is attracted to her as well, but he does want to know what’s going on.

Did you have to do any extra research into Fraud for the role?

I went to the Fraud Office on Liverpool Street, and I had a chat with the guy who is the Head of the Fraud Office there. He’d read the script, and actually helped the writer from scratch, so all the details are really spot on. It was really interesting because I think I kind of went into it thinking, ‘it’s a drama script, it’ll be based on fantasy’, but that stuff really does go on.

What attracted you to the role?

I think for me, it was a novelty. I really enjoyed playing something modern. I’ve done a lot of costume drama and it was nice not to have to work so hard, because I could relax a little bit – for me it was like a bit of a sabbatical!

What do you think will attract viewers to ‘Wired’?

There’s a lot of stuff in the news and stuff about banks, and fraud. It’s a really interesting drama for the moment, because I think that in any time of financial downturn, one becomes very interested in this sort of thing. Also, Louise Evans is just a regular woman trying to make the best of it, and I think that the audience will really warm to her.

Interview with Toby Stephens continues…

How have you found filming in Manchester?

I’ve really, really enjoyed it. I think it’s a great place. I didn’t know what to expect because I’ve only been here once or twice, but it’s a beautiful City; so many old buildings. London is quite hectic, and Manchester does seem a lot more relaxed in the daytime, but in the evening it’s a riot!

Are there any memorable moments from filming on set?

There was one scene where I had to do a little sprint for a chase scene. It was only a few feet, but I ended up having to do it about 50 times because there was a problem with the camera. By the end of it, I actually couldn’t walk. It’s funny now, but at the time I was contemplating suing! 

What roles do you have coming up?

I’m guesting in three episodes of Robin Hood playing Prince John. Keith Allen is having a break for a while so I’m going to go and be a villain.

 FACTS ON FRAUD 
· Fraud is defined as a criminal deception committed by a person who acts in a false and deceitful way.

· Fraud costs the UK a minimum £14 billion a year.  

· The Government has allocated £29 million over three years to implement the recommendations from the National Fraud Review.   

· The Fraud Review recommended the creation of a National Fraud Strategic Authority, which starts operating in October 2008.  This overarching body will draw together for the first time a multi-public/private industry team to identify National Fraud trends, to drive enforcement and prevention.
· Fraud comes in many guises: Mortgage fraud, internet fraud, long firm fraud, identity fraud, benefit fraud, insider fraud, electoral fraud, carousel fraud credit card fraud and expenses fraud to name but a few.        
· Many frauds involve a collusive employee. Known as 'insiders', these employees can be working as part of a larger, organised crime group obtaining personal details from various sources. 

· A survey by the UK's Fraud Prevention Service - CIFAS found that the largest organisations are dismissing over 100 staff a year each for employee fraud. 

· In 2004, CIFAS estimated that total losses to insider frauds exceeded £40 million but could be much higher. 

· In a 2003 survey by Leicester University, 70% of the 2,000 people questioned said they would commit a fraud if they knew they would get away with it. 

FACTS ON THE CITY OF LONDON POLICE
· The City of London Police is responsible for the safety of everyone in London's 'Square Mile'. There are about 9,000 residents in the City of London and a daily influx of some 350,000 workers and tourists.

· The City of London Police was appointed the National Lead Police Force on Fraud, in April 2008.  The Force will provide advice, support, expertise and lead some National investigations, reinforcing the country’s policing response to fraud. 

· The City of London Police’s Economic Crime Department (ECD) currently has nearly 200 members of staff dedicated to the fight against fraud.

· ECD officers provide counter-fraud specialist training, best practice and support to police forces in England and Wales. 

· The Force’s expertise is sought internationally. In the past 12 months, it contributed to fraud investigations taking place throughout Europe, the USA and Asia.

· ECD took on 181 new fraud investigations in the year 2007-2008

· Criminals investigated by the City of London Police’s ECD in 2007-2008 attempted to obtain over £262 million by fraud.
CITY OF LONDON POLICE ECD CASES
· 25-year-old man was jailed for nine years in July 2008 for conspiring to defraud more than £70 million. 
· Four men, who were part of a conspiracy to steal over £20million from a high street bank, were jailed in March 2008. The men worked together to defraud a branch paying in worthless cheques that passed through the clearing system and the majority of the funds ended up in an account in Latvia.  

· A financial controller who stole more than a million pounds from his City based company was jailed for seven and a half years in October 2007.

· Following a City of London Police investigation ten people were sentenced in July 2007 for their part in a fraud that focused on 170 bank accounts. The accounts, opened at various high street banks, resulted in losses to the banking industry of nearly £3million.
· The Head of Financial Control at a high street bank was jailed in January 2007 after using his insider knowledge to steal nearly half a million pounds from his employer. He raised false invoices and placed them in the Bank’s accounting system directing money from the bank’s internal accounts to third party accounts then retrieved the cash back into his own personal bank account. 
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